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Baby formula shortage fueling spike in milk bank interest 


Associated Press | 
The U.S. baby formula short- 
age has sparked a surge 
of interest at milk banks 
around the U.S. with some 
mothers offering to donate 
breast milk and desperate | & 
parents calling to see if it's ay 
a solution to keep their ba- 
bies fed. 

It's a pathway that won't 
work for every formula-fed 
baby, especially those with 
special dietary needs, and 
it comes with challenges 
because the country's doz- 
ens of nonprofit milk banks 
prioritize feeding medically 
fragile infants. The organi- 
zations collect milk from 
mothers and process it, in- 
cluding through pasteuri- 
zation, then work with hos- 
pitals to distribute it. 

The shortage stemmed 
from a safety recall and 
supply disruptions and has 
captured national atten- 
tion with panicked par- r 

ents looking to swap and 

buy formula online and | 

President Joe Biden urging 
manufacturers to increase 

production and_ discuss- . PF 7 

ing with retailers how they [oo op: cf 

could restock shelves to Ashley Maddox feeds her 5-month-old son, Cole, with formula she bought through a Facebook group of mothers in need Thursday, 
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Rebecca Heinrich, director of the Mothers’ Milk Bank, loads frozen milk donated by lactating mothers from plastic bags into bottles 
for distribution to babies Friday, May 13, 2022, at the foundation's headquarters in Arvada, Colo. 


Continued from Front 

Biden's administration also 
said Friday that formula 
maker Abbott Laboratories 
committed to give rebates 
through August for a food 
stamp-like program that 
helos women, infants and 
children called WIC. 

At the Mothers’ Milk Bank 
Northeast, based in New- 
ton, Massachusetts, interest 
in donating and receiving 
milk because of the short- 
age has spiked. Typically, 
the milk bank gets about 
30-50 calls a month from 
people looking to donate. 
On Thursday alone, 35 calls 
came in from potential do- 
nors, said Deborah Young- 
blood, the bank's execu- 
tive director. 

"It's interesting the first sort 
of response that we got 
was from potential donors 
— so people responding 
to the formula shortage 
with sort of an amazing, 
compassionate response 
of how can | be part of the 
solution?" she said. 
Youngblood was talking 
about people like Kayla 
Gillespie, a 38-year-old 
mother of three from Hays, 
Kansas. Gillespie first do- 
nated to the Mothers’ Milk 
Bank in Denver six years 
ago, giving 18 gallons (68 


liters) after the birth of her 
first child, and wasn't plan- 
ning to do it again. 

"| thought 18 gallons was 
sufficient for one person,” 
she said. "If | hadn't heard 
of the shortage, | wouldn't 
be going through the pro- 
cess again, just because 
| have three kids and it's a 
little chaotic around here." 
She has pledged at least 
150 ounces of her milk, but 
said she expects to give 
much more than that. 

"I'm very blessed with be- 
ing able to produce milk, 
so | just felt | needed to do 
something," she said. 

She said in the past she has 
shipped her frozen milk in 
special containers to Den- 
ver, but this time, her local 
hospital is taking the dona- 
tions and she can just drop 
them off. 

It's not just donors, though. 
Parents desperately seek- 
ing nutrition for their babies 
are pursuing milk banks as 
well. 

At the Massachusetts milk 
bank, about 30 people 
called looking for milk be- 
cause they couldn't find 
their baby's usual formula, 
Youngblood said. That's up 
from nearly no calls at all, 
since the milk bank typical- 
ly serves hospitals. 


The Human Milk Banking 
Association of North Amer- 
ica, an accrediting orga- 
nization for nonprofit milk 
banks, is seeing a "major 
increase" in demand, ac- 
cording to Lindsay Groff, 
the group's executive di- 
rector. She estimates inqui- 
ries from parents seeking to 
fill the formula gap are up 
20% in recent days. 

Groff called the shortage 
a "crisis" and said it's not as 
simple as parents just sup- 
plementing with donated 
human milk, because the 
vast majority of those sup- 
plies are earmarked for 
babies with medical condi- 
tions. 

"If people can donate, now 
would be the time because 
when we have more of an 
inventory we can look be- 
yond the medically fragile," 
she said. 

Parents are also turning to 
online breastmilk-swapping 
forums to meet their ba- 
bies' needs. 

Amanda Kastelein, a moth- 
er of three from Middlebury, 
Connecticut, has been 
supplementing the spe- 
cial formula she needs for 
10-month-old Emerson with 
breast milk from a mom she 
found on a peer-to-peer 
Facebook page called Hu- 
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man Milk 4 Human Babies. 
Kastelein stopped breast- 
feeding after getting recur- 
ring infections, but tried to 
begin re-lactating in March 
after the formula recall, 
with little success. 

"Emerson is allergic to most 
of the formulas, so it's been 
difficult to find something 
he's not allergic to," she 
said. 

In stepped Hannah Breton 
of Naugatuck, Connecti- 
cut, who had been pro- 
ducing more milk than her 
2 1/2-month-old son needs. 
She's been giving Kastelein 
about 60 ounces of milk 
every two weeks. That's 
enough to supplement her 
formula supply and keep 
Emerson fed. 

"She asked a bunch of 
questions — what medica- 
tions I'm taking, if any, that 
kind of thing," Breton said. 
"So we decided, 'OK, that's 
perfect.’ So, she comes by 
every couple weeks and 
picks up the milk I've been 
saving for her." 

"| do feel helpful," she add- 
ed. "It's exciting and re- 
warding that | can give to 
amom that can't find what 
she's looking for, and if her 
son can't take formula, | 
mean, it's scary. 

Rebecca Heinrich, director 
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of the Mothers’ Milk Bank 
in Colorado, advises those 
looking for milk that search- 
ing for donors on their own 
can carry risks. 

"We want to make sure 
that these moms are be- 
ing as safe as they can 
and meeting the needs of 
their infant, so consulting 
with their health-care pro- 
vider on how to meet those 
needs is the best way to 
go," she said. 

The shortage creates dif- 
ficulties particularly — for 
lower-income families after 
the recall by formula mak- 
er Abbott, stemming from 
contamination concerns. 
The recall depleted many 
brands covered by WIC, a 
federal program like food 
stamps serving women, in- 
fants and children, though 
it now permits brand substi- 
tutes. 

On Friday, Agriculture Sec- 
retary Tom Vilsack sent a 
letter to the head of Abbott 
Laboratories expressing 
what he called his "grave 
concern regarding the ac- 
cessibility of safe infant for- 
mula," noting Abbott holds 
infant formula contracts in 
the federal WIC program. 
Vilsack asked that Abbott 
continue a program that 
provides rebates for alter- 
native products — includ- 
ing formula for competi- 
tive brands, which it had 
been doing on a month- 
to-month basis. The White 
House said Friday Abbott 
committed to the rebates 
through the end of August. 
The Biden administration 
said it's working with states 
to make it easier for WIC 
recipients to buy different 
sizes of formula that their 
benefits might not currently 
cover. Abbott has said that 
pending Food and Drug 
Administration approval, it 
could restart a manufactur- 
ing site "within two weeks." 
The company would be- 
gin by producing EleCare, 
Alimentum and metabolic 
formulas and then _ start 
production of Similac and 
other formulas. Once pro- 
duction begins, it would 
take six to eight weeks for 
the formula to be available 
on shelves. 

On Tuesday, the FDA said 
it was working with U.S. 
manufacturers to increase 
their output and streamline 
paperwork to allow more 
imports.) 
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Former national security adviser Robert McFarlane dies at 84 


By BEN FOX 

WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer White House national 
security adviser Robert C. 
McFarlane, a top aide to 
President Ronald Reagan 
who pleaded guilty to 
charges for his role in an ille- 
gal arms-for-hostages deal 
known as the Iran-Contra 
affair, has died. He was 
84.McFarlane, who lived in 
Washington, died Thursday 
from complications of a 
previous illness at a hospital 
in Michigan, where he was 
visiting family, according to 
a family statement. 

"As his family we wish to 
share our deep sadness at 
the loss of our beloved hus- 
band, father and grandfa- 
ther, and note his profound 
impact on our lives," the 
family said in the. state- 
ment. "Though recognized 
as a_ strategic political 
thinker, we remember him 
for his warmth, his wisdom, 
his deep belief in God, and 
his commitment to serving 
others." 

McFarlane, a former Ma- 
rine lieutenant colonel and 
Vietnam combat veteran, 
resigned his White House 
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Former national security adviser Robert C. McFarlane gestures while testifying before the House- 
Senate panel investigating the Iran-Contra affair on Capitol Hill in Washington, May 13, 1987. 


post in December 1985. He 
was later pressed into ser- 
vice by the administration 
as part of secret — and il- 
legal — plan to sell arms 
to Iran in exchange for the 
freedom of Western hos- 
tages in the Middle East 
and pass along the pro- 


ceeds to the contra rebels 
in Nicaragua for their fight 
against the Marxist Sandini- 
sta government. 

He played a major role in 
the affair, leading the se- 
cret delegation to Tehran, 
then as now a U.S. adver- 
sary, to open contact with 
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so-called moderate Irani- 
ans who were thought to 
hold influence with kidnap- 
pers of American hostages. 
He brought with him a cake 
and a Bible signed by Rea- 
gan. 

The scheme began to un- 
fold a after a cargo plane 


carrying a ClA-arranged 
shipment of arms was shot 
down in October 1986 by 
the Sandinistas in Nicara- 
gua, setting off what even- 
tually became one of the 
biggest modem political 
scandals. 

McFarlane was rushed to 
a Washington-area hospi- 
tal in February 1987 after 
taking an overdose of Va- 
lium the day before he was 
scheduled to testify before 
a presidential commission 
investigating the affair. 

He pleaded guilty in March 
1988 to four misdemeanor 
counts of withholding §in- 
formation from Congress. 
His lawyer said he was be- 
ing unfairly singled out be- 
cause he, unlike other key 
figures in the affair, testified 
willingly before investiga- 
tive panels. He also admit- 
ted his role. 

"| did indeed withhold in- 
formation from the Con- 
gress," he told reporters at 
the time. "l believe strongly 
that, throughout, my ac- 
tions were motivated by 
what | believed to be in the 
foreign policy interest of 
the United States."L) 


U.S., Russian defense chiefs speak for 1st time since invasion 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rus- 
sian Minister of Defense 
Sergey Shoygu spoke with 
U.S. Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin on Friday after 
months of refusing direct 
contact with his American 
counterpart. But officials 
said the call didn't appear 
to signal any change in 
Moscow's war in Ukraine. 

A senior Defense Depart- 
ment official said Friday 
that while Austin believes 
the hour-long conversa- 
tion was important in the 
effort to keep lines of com- 
munication open, it didn't 
resolve any "acute issues" 
or lead to any change in 
what the Russian are doing 
or saying as the war enters 
week 12. 

The call — initiated by Aus- 
tin —- marked the highest 
level American contact 
with a Russian official since 
the war began in late Feb- 
ruary. Over the past several 
months, Pentagon officials 


have repeatedly said that 
Russian leaders declined 
to take calls from Austin 
and Army Gen. Mark Mil- 
ley, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

This is the first conversa- 
tion between Austin and 
Shoygu since Feb. 18, a 
week before the war start- 
ed. Another senior official 
said Friday that Milley is ex- 
pected to also reach out 
to his counterpart, Gen. 
Valery Gerasimov, Russian 
chief of the general staff. 

In a statement, the Penta- 
gon said that Austin "urged 
an immediate ceasefire in 
Ukraine and emphasized 
the importance of main- 
taining lines of Communi- 
cation." 

Several officials described 
the call as a positive step, 
but said there was no clear 
reason why the Russians 
decided to go ahead with 
the conversation on Friday. 
The defense official said 
that the U.S. hopes it will 
serve as a springboard for 


future conversation and 
that it appeared that Aus- 
tin's request for future com- 
munication was received. 
The official characterized 
the tenor of the call as "pro- 
fessional" but provided no 
other details on its content. 
Direct communications be- 
tween the U.S. and Russian 
defense and military lead- 
ers is considered crucial in 
order to avoid any misun- 
derstandings or unwarrant- 
ed escalation in hostilities. 
The U.S. and Russia have 
also set up a so-called de- 
confliction line that can be 
used by the militaries in the 
event of any emergency or 
perceived threat to NATO 
allies around Ukraine. It has 
not been used, but U.S. of- 
ficials say that the Russians 
have answered the phone 
during tests to ensure it 
works. 

U.S. and other Western of- 
ficials have described Rus- 
sia's fight in Ukraine, par- 
ticularly the effort to wrest 
greater control over the 


eastern Donbas region as 
more than two weeks be- 
hind schedule, and failing 
to make consistent prog- 
ress. 

On Friday, Russian forces 
suffered heavy losses in a 
Ukrainian attack that de- 
stroyed a pontoon bridge 
they were using to try to 
cross a river in the east, in 
what Ukrainian, British and 
U.S. officials said is another 
sign of Moscow's struggle to 
salvage a war gone awry. 
Ukraine's airborne com- 
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mand released photos and 
video of what it said was a 
damaged Russian pontoon 
bridge over the Siversky 
Donets River and several 
destroyed or damaged 
Russian military vehicles 
nearby. The command said 
its troops "drowned the Rus- 
sian occupiers." 

The battle for the Donbas, 
which has heated up since 
Russia's bid to take Kyiv 
failed, has become a daily 
grind, as towns and villages 
change hands.l) 
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Tax cut for California pot industry: Too little, too late? 


By MICHAEL R. BLOOD 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Caili- 
fornia's governor on Friday 
proposed a temporary tax 
cut for the state's struggling 
legal marijuana industry, 
but businesses said it falls 
far short of what's needed 
to revive a foundering pot 
economy. 

Broad legal sales began in 
California in 2018, but the in- 
dustry has been burdened 
by hefty taxes that can ap- 
proach 50% in some areas, 
costly regulation and com- 
petition from a_ flourishing 
illegal marketplace, which 
industry analysts estimate is 
at least twice the size of the 
legal one. 

Meanwhile, a glut of can- 
nabis from corporate-scale 
farms has sent wholesale 
prices into a tailspin, leav- 
ing some growers unable 
to make a profit. 

California was once envi- 
sioned as a national model 
for legal sales, but industry 
leaders warned Democrat- 
ic Gov. Gavin Newsom in 
December that the state's 
licensed industry was verg- 
ing on collapse and need- 
ed immediate tax relief 
and a swift expansion of 
retail outlets to survive. 

IN a proposal to the Legis- 
lature for the budget year 
that starts in July, the New- 
som administration recom- 
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A grower at Loving Kindness Farms attends to a crop of young marijuana plants in Gardena, Calif., 


on Dec. 28, 2018. 


mended eliminating the 
much-despised_ cultivation 
tax, which is set at $16] 
on a pound of buds. But 
to make up for those lost 
funds, the state after three 
years would raise the excise 
tax imposed on retail can- 
nabis purchases to 19%, up 
from the current 15%. 

Under the proposal, how- 
ever, an excise tax jump 
could come sooner. 

If the state isn't taking in 
enough cannabis tax mon- 


ey to support a range of 
education, law enforce- 
ment and other programs 
— a total of $670 million 
each year — the excise tax 
could be stepped up to 
cover that gap as soon as 
January 2024, though not 
necessarily to the 19% level. 
Additionally the state is put- 
ting up a one-time $150 mil- 
lion stream of funds to help 
cover those costs. 

There are other provisions, 
including about $20 million 
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for grants to communities 
to accelerate licensing for 
retail shops. While cannabis 
is legal in California, many 
communities have either 
banned it or not set up lo- 
cal licensing programs for 
markets to operate. There 
are less than 1,000 retail 
shops, down from about 
8,000 before broad legal- 
ization kicked in, businesses 
say. 

Overall, the governor's 
proposed changes would 


"greatly simplify tax compli- 
ance, reduce the overall 
tax burden for our licens- 
ees and help stabilize the 
legal market," said Nicole 
Elliott, director of the state 
Department of Cannabis 
Control. 

If approved, the plan 
would represent the first 
change in tax policy since 
legal sales kicked off. How- 
ever, some taxes, including 
cultivation, have increased 
over that time. 

The plan disappointed 
leading businesses, which 
had been seeking elimina- 
tion of the cultivation tax, 
along with a cut in the ex- 
cise tax imposed on retail 
sales to 5%, down from 15%, 
among other changes. 
Jerred Kiloh of the United 
Cannabis Business Associa- 
tion, a Los Angeles-based 
trade group, said the plan 
would not allow companies 
to reduce steep consum- 
er prices that have been 
driving buyers into the un- 
derground market, where 
taxes are not imposed and 
prices are cheaper. 

And it's even possible the 
plan could result in high- 
er costs for consumers at 
the retail counter, Kiloh 
warned. "All they are really 
doing is shifting some taxes 
around, and it's not ever 
going to get to the custom- 
er," Kiloh added.L) 


Woman named sexton of historic Boston church for 1st time 


In this handout = Rcisorieh provided by Jason Fishman, Chel- 
sea Millsap, who was named sexton of the historic Old North 
Church, poses May 3, 2022 in Boston. 


BOSTON (AP) — The thovu- 
sands of tourists who visit 
Boston's Old North Church 
probably won't see much 
of Chelsea Millsap on their 
trip, even though she may 
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just have the most impor- 
tant job at the historic site. 

Millsap, 32, who can trace 
her ancestry to the Pilgrims, 
is the first woman named 
sexton in the church's near- 


ly 300-year history. It's a 
job that involves caring for 
and maintaining the parish 
buildings and equipment, 
including an 18th-century 
clock, the 75-piece chan- 
deliers and the crypt where 
more than 1,100 people 
have been laid to rest. 
One of her first tasks will be 
managing a major renova- 
tion and restoration of the 
crypt. 

The church, still home to 
an active Episcopal con- 
gregation, is famous as the 
place where in 1775, two 
lanterns in the steeple sig- 
naled that British soldiers 
were heading to Concord 
and Lexington, sending 
Paul Revere on the ride 
that sparked the American 
Revolution. The event was 
immortalized in Henry Wad- 


sworth Longfellow's 1860 
poem "Paul Revere's Ride." 
One of the people who 
hung the lanterns was Rob- 
ert Newman, the sexton at 
that time. "What an incred- 
ible opportunity to be able 
to sit in the very same pew 
as Robert Newman and in 
a world that is so divided to 
work in a place that wel- 
comes all people from Bos- 
tonians to world dignitaries, 
like the Queen,” Millsap, a 
Detroit native and former 
firefighter with experience 
in fire prevention, security 
technology and project 
management, said in a 
statement. 

"| could have been the 
one to hang the lanterns 
247 years ago. It is such an 
honor to show women that 
they too can hold these 


sorts of jobs." 

One of Millsap's jobs is to 
climb the steeple stairs to 
light the lanterns during 
commemorations of the 
event. 

Millsap is a descendant of 
teenage Mayflower pas- 
senger Mary Chilton, who 
is buried at nearby King's 
Chapel in Boston. 

"The sexton is an incredibly 
important role at Old North, 
serving both the church 
and historic site and con- 
necting a nearly 300-year 
lineage of caretakers," Nikki 
Stewart, executive director 
of the Old North Founda- 
tion said. "Chelsea's pas- 
sion for public history and 
historic preservation will en- 
sure that Old North Church 
carries on for generations 
to come."U] 


LONDON (AP) — Northern 
lreland’s second-biggest 
political party on Friday 
blocked the formation of 
a working legislature in Bel- 
fast, and said it would keep 
up the boycott until the U.K. 
government tears up post- 
Brexit trade rules it accuses 
of destabilizing the region. 

The Democratic Union- 
ist Party’s move deepens 
Northern Ireland's political 
deadlock, which is fueling 
a U.K.-EU feud that could 
balloon into a trade war 
between Britain and the 
27-nation European Union. 

The DUP came second in a 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
election last week that saw 
Irish nationalist party Sinn 
Fein win the most seats the 
first time a party that seeks 
union with the Republic of 
Ireland has won an elec- 
tion in the bastion of Protes- 
tant power. 

Under Northern Ireland’s 
mandatory power-sharing 
rules, that gives Sinn Fein 
the post of first minister, with 
the DUP taking the deputy 
first minister job. A govern- 
ment can't be formed un- 
less both roles are filled, and 
the DUP says it won't take 
part unless border checks 
on goods moving to North- 
ern Ireland from the rest of 
the U.K. are scrapped. 

It stymied attempts to elect 
a speaker for the assembly 
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Unionists block new N. Ireland govt over Brexit trade rules 


Democratic Unionist Party leader Jeffrey Donaldson pauses as he speaks to the media at 
Parliament Buildings, Stormont, Belfast, Monday, May 9, 2022. 


when they met for the first 
time on Friday, leaving the 
assembly unable to func- 
tion. 

“The DUP received a man- 
date to remove the Irish 
Sea border and our man- 
date will be given respect,” 
assembly member Paul 
Givan told legislators. “Our 
message is now clear: It is 
time for action, words will 
no longer suffice.” 

DUP leader Jeffrey Donald- 
son said the party’s con- 
cerns over the new trade 
rules, known as the North- 


em \Ireland Protocol, “are 
not merely some political 
squabble.” 

“The protocol is a direct 
challenge to the principles 
that have underpinned ev- 
ery agreement reached in 
Northern Ireland over the 
last 25 years” of Northern 
Ireland's peace process, 
he said. “It erodes the very 
foundations that devolu- 
tion has been built upon.” 
Sinn Fein leader Michelle 
O'Neill accused the DUP of 
“disgracefully holding the 
public to ransom for their 
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Brexit mess.” 

Naomi Long, leader of the 
centrist Alliance Party, the 
third largest in the assem- 
bly, said it was “a shameful 
day for the DUP.” 

“We want to serve the pub- 
lic but are prevented from 
doing so,” she said. 
Arrangements for Northern 
Ireland the only part of the 
U.K. that shares a land bor- 
der with an EU nation have 
been the thorniest subject 
of contention in the U.K.’s 
divorce from the bloc, 
which became final at the 


end of 2020. 

A deal was agreed to 
keep the Irish border free 
of customs posts and other 
checks, because an open 
border is a key pillar of the 
peace process that ended 
decades of violence in 
Northern Ireland. Instead, 
there are checks on some 
goods, such as meat and 
eggs, entering Northern 
Ireland from the rest of the 
U.K. 

The arrangement is op- 
posed by the DUP and 
other unionists in Northern 
Ireland, who say the new 
checks have created a 
barrier with the rest of the 
U.K. that is hurting business- 
es and undermines union- 
ists’ British identity. 

Sinn Fein and the other na- 
tionalist and nonaligned 
parties, which collectively 
got a majority of votes in 
the election, want to keep 
the Protocol. 

Many people and business- 
es in Northern Ireland just 
want a functioning govern- 
ment. 

“The uncomfortable truth 
is, While this continues, 
the reputational damage 
to Northern Ireland as a 
place to invest and work 
grows daily,” said Paul Mur- 
naghan, president of the 
Northern lreland Cham- 
ber of Commerce and 
Industry.L) 


Australia says Chinese spy ship has been hugging west coast 


Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 
— Australia’s defense min- 
ister said Friday that a Chi- 
nese warship with spying 
capabilities had been hug- 
ging the nation’s western 
coastline in what amount- 
ed to an “aggressive act.” 
Minister Peter Dutton said 
the ship was sighted Friday 
morming heading — north 
about 250 nautical miles 
from Broome in Western 
Australia, and had been 
tracked along the coast- 
line for the past week. 

“Its intention, Of Course, is 
to collect intelligence right 
along the coastline,” Dut- 
ton said. “It has been in 
close proximity to military 
and_ intelligence _ installa- 
tions on the west coast of 
Australia.” 


He said it was without prec- 
edent for a Chinese war- 
ship to venture so far south 
and that authorities were 
monitoring the ship closely 
with planes and surveil- 
lance techniques. He said 
he wanted to be open 
and honest with Australians 
about the situation. 

“| think it is an aggressive 
act, and | think particularly 
because it has come so far 
south,” Dutton said. 

Asked about the ship sight- 
ing, Chinese Foreign Min- 
istry spokesperson Zhao 
Lijian said he had no infor- 
mation about the specific 
situation, but that “China 
always abides by interna- 
tional law and international 
practice.” 

“The relevant Australian 
politician should see the 


relevant situation objec- 
tively and calmly, and not 
make sensational remarks,” 
Zhao told reporters at a 
daily briefing. 

Tensions between China 
and Australia have been 
heightened recently after 
China signed a_ security 
pact with the Solomon Is- 
lands. 

Australians will go to the 
polls in eight days to vote 
in a general election. Dut- 
ton said the timing of his 
announcement had noth- 
ing to do with the election 
campaign. 

Australia’s Defence Force 
identified the ship as a 
Dongdiao Class Auxiliary In- 
telligence ship named Hai- 
wangxing. 

“Australia respects the right 
of all states to exercise 


In this image supplied by the Australian Department of Defence, 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army-Navy (PLA-N) Intelligence 
Collection Vessel Haiwangxing operating off the north-west 
shelf of Australia, Wednesday, May 11, 2022. 


freedom of navigation and 
overflight in international 
waters and airspace, just as 
we expect others to respect 
our right to do the same,” 
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the Defence Force said in 
a statement. “Defence will 
continue to monitor the 
ship's operation in our mari- 
time approaches.”L) 
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Israeli police beat pallbearers at journalist's funeral 


By JOSEF FEDERMAN 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
riot police on Friday pushed 
and beat pallbearers at the 
funeral for slain Al Jazeera 
journalist Shireen Abu Ak- 
leh, causing them to briefly 
drop the casket in a shock- 
ing start to a procession 
that turned into perhaps 
the largest display of Pales- 
tinian nationalism in Jerusa- 
lem in a generation. 

The scenes of violence 
were likely to add to the 
sense of grief and outrage 
across the Arab world that 
has followed the death of 
Abu Akleh, who witnesses 
say was killed by Israeli 
troops Wednesday during 
a raid in the occupied West 
Bank. They also illustrated 
the deep sensitivities over 
east Jerusalem -- which is 
claimed by both Israel and 
the Palestinians and has 
sparked repeated rounds 
of violence. 

Abu Akleh, 51, was a house- 
hold name across the Arab 
world, synonymous with Al 
Jazeera's coverage of life 
under Israeli rule, which is 
well into its sixth decade 
with no end in sight. A 25- 
year veteran of the satellite 
channel, she was revered 
by Palestinians as a local 
hero. 

Thousands of people, 
many waving Palestinian 
flags and chanting "Pales- 
tine! Palestine!" attended 
the funeral. It was believed 
to be the largest Palestinian 
funeral in Jerusalem since 
Faisal Husseini, a Palestin- 
ian leader and scion of a 
prominent family, died in 
2001. 

Ahead of the burial, a 
large crowd gathered to 
escort her casket from an 
east Jerusalem hospital to 
a Catholic church in the 
nearby Old City. Many of 
the mourners held Palestin- 
ian flags, and the crowd 
began shouting, "We sacri- 
fice our soul and blood for 


you, Shireen." 
Shortly after, Israel police 
moved in, pushing and 


clubbing mourners. As the 
helmeted riot police ap- 
proached, they hit pall- 
bearers, Causing one man 
to lose control of the cas- 
ket as it dropped toward 
the ground. Police ripped 
Palestinian flags out of 


Israeli police confront with mourners as they carry the casket of slain Al Jazeera veteran journalist 
Shireen Abu Akleh during her funeral in east Jerusalem, Friday, May 13, 2022. 


people's hands and fired 
stun grenades to disperse 
the crowd. 

Abu Akleh's brother, Tony, 
said the scenes "prove that 
Shireen's reports and hon- 
est words ... had a powerful 
impact." 

Al Jazeera correspondent 
Givara Budeiri said the po- 
lice crackdown was like 
killing Abu Akleh again. "It 
seems her voice isn't silent," 
she said during a report by 
the broadcaster. 

East Jerusalem, home to 
the city's most important 
Jewish, Muslim and Chris- 
tian holy sites, was cap- 
tured by Israel in the 1967 
Mideast war. It claims all of 
the city as its eternal capi- 
tal and has annexed the 
eastern sector in a move 
that is not internationally 
recognized. 

The Palestinians claim east 
Jerusalem as the capital of 
a future independent state. 
Israel routinely clamps 
down on any displays of 
support for Palestinian 
statehood. The conflicting 
claims to east Jerusalem of- 
ten spill over into violence, 
helping fuel an 11-day war 
between Israel and Gaza 
militants last year and more 
recently sparking weeks 
of unrest at the city's most 
sensitive holy site. 

Outside of prayers at the Al 
Aqsa Mosque, Israel rarely 
allows large Palestinian 
gatherings in east Jerusa- 
lem and routinely clamps 


down on any displays of 
support for Palestinian 
statehood. 

Police said the crowd at 
the hospital was chanting 
"nationalist incitement," 
ignored calls to stop and 
threw stones at them. "The 
policemen were forced to 
act," police said. They is- 
sued a video in which a 
commander outside the 
hospital warns the crowd 
that police will come in 
if they don't stop their in- 
citement and "nationalist 
songs." 

An Israeli official said the 
details of the funeral had 
been coordinated with 
the family ahead of time 
to ensure it would run 
smoothly, but that "masses 
began gathering around 
the hearse of Shireen Abu 
Akleh and chaos ensued,” 
preventing the procession 
from going along its intend- 
ed route. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
in line with regulations. 
Earlier this week, Abu Ak- 
leh's brother said the origi- 
nal arrangement was 
to move the casket in a 
hearse from the hospital 
to the church, and that af- 
ter the service, it would be 
carried through the streets 
to the cemetery. It was 
not immediately clear why 
those plans had changed 
and pallbearers emerged 
from the hospital carrying 
the casket. 

Al Jazeera said in a state- 
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ment that the police action 
"violates all international 
norms and rights." 

"Israeli Occupation forces 
attacked those mourn- 
ing the late Shireen Abu 
Akhleh after storming the 
French hospital in Jerusa- 
lem, where they severely 
beat the pallbearers," it 
said. The network added 
that it remains committed 
to covering the news and 
will not be deterred. 

White House press secre- 
tary Jen Psaki called the 
images "deeply disturbing." 
The focus should be "mark- 
ing the memory of a re- 
markable journalist who 
lost her life," Psaki said. "We 
regret the intrusion into 
what should have been a 
peaceful procession." 
During a Rose Garden 
event, U.S. President Joe 
Biden was asked whether 
he condemns the Israeli 
police actions at the funer- 
al, and he replied: "| don't 
know all the details, but 
| know it has to be investi- 
gated." 

Farhan Haq, a spokesman 
for U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, called 
the images from the funer- 
al "very shocking," adding: 
"We want to make sure that 
the basic rights to freedom 
of assembly and, of course, 
the right to freedom of 
peaceful demonstration 
are protected and upheld." 
Israeli police later escorted 
the casket in a black van, 


ripping Palestinian flags off 
the vehicle as it made its 
way to the church. 

"We die for Palestine to 
live!" crowds chanted. "Our 
beloved home!" 

Later, they sang the Pales- 
tinian national anthem and 
chanted "Palestine, Pales- 
tine!" before her body was 
buried in a cemetery out- 
side the Old City. 

Her grave was decorated 
with a Palestinian flag and 
flowers. The Palestinian am- 
bassador to the U.K., Hussam 
Zomlot, and Al Jazeera's 
bureau chief, Walid Al- 
Omari, placed flowers on 
the grave. 

Salah Zuheika, a 70-year- 
old Palestinian, called Abu 
Akleh "the daughter of Je- 
rusalem," and said the huge 
crowds were a "reward" for 
her love of the city. 

"We already miss her, but 
what had happened to- 
day in the city will not be 
forgotten," he said. 

Abu Akleh was a member 
of the small Palestinian 
Christian Community in the 
Holy Land. Palestinian Chris- 
tians and Muslims marched 
alongside one another Fri- 
day in a show of unity. 

She was shot in the head 
during an Israeli military raid 
in the West Bank town of 
Jenin. But the circumstanc- 
es of the shooting remain in 
dispute. 

The Palestinians say army 
fire killed her, while the Is- 
raeli military said Friday 
that she was killed during 
an exchange with fire with 
Palestinian militants. It said 
it could not determine who 
was responsible for her 
death without a_ ballistic 
analysis. 

"The conclusion of the in- 
terim investigation is that it 
is not possible to determine 
the source of the fire that 
hit and killed the reporter," 
the military said. 

Israel has called for a joint 
investigation with the Pales- 
tinian Authority and for it to 
hand over the bullet for fo- 
rensic analysis to determine 
who fired the fatal round. 
The PA has refused, say- 
ing it will conduct its own 
investigation and send the 
results to the International 
Criminal Court, which _ is 
already investigating pos- 
sible Israeli war crimes.L) 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— At least 38 people have 
been rescued and 11 bod- 
ies found as the U.S. Coast 
Guard scoured the open 
waters northwest of Puerto 
Rico on Friday via boat, 
plane and helicopter in a 
bid to find more survivors 
after a boat carrying sus- 
pected migrants capsized. 
The group was first spot- 
ted Thursday morning by 
a U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection helicopter, with 
authorities warning it likely 
would have been too late 
to rescue anyone other- 
wise. Rescue efforts were 
concentrated in an area 
more than 11 miles (18 ki- 
lometers) north of the un- 
inhabited island of Dese- 
cheo, which lies west of 
Puerto Rico. 

"We always look for the pos- 
sibility of finding survivors," 
said Coast Guard spokes- 
man Ricardo Castrodad, 
adding that crews worked 
through the night. 

It was not immediately 
clear how many people 
were in the boat. Of the 38 
survivors, 36 were Haitian 
and two were from the Do- 
minican Republic, he said. 
At least eight Haitian na- 
tionals have been hospital- 
ized, although the national- 
ities of all those aboard was 
not immediately known. 
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38 rescued, 11 dead as US searches waters near Puerto Rico 


This photo released by the Seventh U.S. Coast Guard District shows people standing on a capsized 
boat, left, as some of its passengers are pulled up on to a rescue boat, top, in the open waters 
northwest of Puerto Rico, Thursday, May 12, 2022. 


"Our hope and prayers are 
with the survivors and those 
still missing," said Coast 
Guard Rear Admiral Bren- 
dan McPherson. "Our high- 
est priority is saving lives, 
and that is what my crews 
will exhaust themselves do- 
ing." 

All 11 victims were female, 
according to Puerto Rico's 
Forensic Science Institute, 
which announced it was 
forming a special team to 
perform autopsies Friday 
on the bodies recovered. 
Maria Conte Miller, the in- 
stitute's executive director, 


said her agency has been 
talking to Dominican con- 
sular officials to identify 
family members of those 
who died. 

Authorities in recent months 
have noted a. sharp _in- 
crease in migrants, espe- 
cially from Haiti and the Do- 
minican Republic, making 
what they describe as dan- 
gerous voyages aboard 
rickety ships that often 
capsize or drop people off 
in uninhabited islands. It is 
one of the cheapest ways 
for migrants to flee poverty 
and violence, especially 
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in Haiti, where a spike in 
inflation, kidnappings and 
brutal gang violence have 
prompted people to take 
the risk and board a boat in 
search of a better life else- 


where. 
From October 2021 to 
March, 571 Haitians and 


252 people from the Do- 
minican Republic were 
detained in waters around 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, according 
to U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection. The majority of 
those Haitians, 348 of them, 
landed in Puerto Rico's un- 


inhabited Mona Island and 
were rescued. 

In fiscal year 2021, 310 Hai- 
tians and 354 Dominicans 
were detained, compared 
with the 22 Haitians and 313 
Dominicans apprehended 
in fiscal year 2020. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. Coast 
Guard said that in the fiscal 
year that ended Sept. 30, 
it apprehended 1,527 Hai- 
tians, 838 Cubans and 742 
people from the Domini- 
can Republic in the region, 
which includes Florida and 
the Caribbean. 

In January, the Coast 
Guard searched for at least 
38 people missing off Flori- 
da's coast after a suspect- 
ed human smuggling boat 
that had left the Bahamas 
capsized in a storm. A sole 
survivor was reported. 
More recent incidents in- 
clude 68 migrants rescued 
Saturday in the Mona Pas- 
sage, a treacherous area 
between Puerto Rico and 
the Dominican Republic. 
One woman believed to 
be from Haiti died. Mean- 
while, on May 7, Customs 
and Border Protection de- 
tained 60 Haitian migrants 
that the agency said were 
smuggled through south- 
west Puerto Rico. On May 4, 
another 59 Haitian migrants 
were detained in northwest 
Puerto Rico. LJ 


U.N. humanitarian official urges attention to drought in Kenya 


Associated Press 

TURKANA, Kenya (AP) — A 
top United Nations humani- 
tarian official has raised 
concern about people go- 
ing hungry in a remote part 
of northern Kenya, joining 
calls for the international 
community to commit 
more resources to address 
the wider region's drought 
crisis. 

Martin Griffiths, the U.N. un- 
der-secretary-general for 
humanitarian affairs, said 
he saw families in Kenya's 
Turkana region that have 
nothing left after their ani- 
mals starved to death. Tur- 
kana is an epicenter of the 
drought affecting parts of 
the East African country. 
"The world's attention — is 
elsewhere, and we know 
that," Griffiths said during 
a visit to the region Thurs- 
day. "And the world's mis- 


ery has not left Turkana, 
and the world's rains have 
not come to Turkana, and 
we've seen four successive 
failures of the rains." 
Griffiths and other humani- 
tarian representatives visit- 
ed a pastoralist community 
in Turkana's Lomuputh area 
as part of efforts to draw at- 
tention to the humanitarian 
challenge stemming from 
the drought. 

"Lomoputh deserves our 
attention," Griffiths said, 
noting that children scav- 
enging for fruit to eat need 
help "to have the slightest 
possibility to survive to the 


next day." 
Kenyan President Uhuru 
Kenyatta declared the 


drought conditions a na- 
tional disaster in September 
2021. 

Some residents of  Lo- 
moputh spoke to The Asso- 


ciated Press of their desper- 
ate need for food aid. 

"| have not received any 
help, and this child has 
not eaten anything since 
yesterday," Jecinta Maluk, 
a mother of five children, 
said. "This is the main prob- 
lem." 

The extreme drought in Ke- 
nya, where 3.5 million peo- 
ple are affected by severe 
food insecurity and acute 
malnutrition, has excacer- 
bated the factors causing 
people to go hungry. 

The U.N. warned earlier this 
year that an estimated 13 
million people are facing 
severe hunger in the wider 
Horn of Africa region as a 
result of persistent drought 
conditions. 

Malnutrition rates are high 
in the region, and drought 
conditions are affecting 
pastoral and farming com- 


A mother heineh her rialnourlshed son stand arial he ueineied 
near their hut in the village of Lomoputh in northern Kenya, 
Thursday, May 12, 2022. 


munities. 

Somalia, Ethiopia and Ke- 
nya face the driest condi- 
tions recorded since 1981, 
the U.N. World Food Pro- 
gram reported in February. 
Somalia is seen as par- 
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ticularly vulnerable. About 
250,000 people there died 
from hunger in 2011, when 
the U.N. declared a fam- 
iné in some parts of the 
country. Half of them were 
children. 
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Super 4-Card BINGO 
starting at lpm! 
$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 


Si,500 fi Gash Pifizes 
SUN iDAY iv FUMDAY SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 


Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 


Additional $500 Cash Prize in our 
Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you 
purchase your card before noon! 


Play Responsibly. Visit www.gamblersanonymous.org if you or someone you know has a gambling problem. 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Albanrbra Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 583.5000 | casinoalhambra.com 


Covid Test Center at Paseo has the best experience! 


PALM BEACH - Don’t spend a sin- 
gle moment of your long awaited 
holiday in Aruba thinking about 
your return testing. The Covid Test 
Center Aruba located at the Paseo 
Herencia Mall is your travel ally. 
Just sit back and relax knowing 
that, when the time comes, their 
professional staff will make _ this 
process a breeze for you. No need 
to make an appointment or dread 
the nasal swab; you’ll be done with 
it in a matter of minutes and back 
to fun stuff. 


Some regions require proof or certi- 
fication of negative COVID-19 sta- 
tus before allowing people into or 
out of the country. With rules and 
guidelines varying greatly from 
country to country, the safest ap- 


‘avid 
Test Center 
* Aruba =—— 


proach is to have recent proof you 
are COVID-19 negative before 
you get to the airport. Covid Test 
Center @ Paseo provides both PCR 
and Antigen type testing with re- 
sults within hours; and both are ac- 
cepted by the CDC. 

Covid Test Center @ Paseo is con- 
veniently located at the Paseo Her- 
encia Mall in the heart of the Palm 
Beach Strip and right across from 
the Playa Linda and Holiday Inn 
hotels; only two doors from T.G.l. 
Friday's. We are open seven days 
a week, between 9 am and 9 pm. 
This gives you the choice to walk in 
when it better suits you. It can be at 
the start or at the end of your day. 
No appointment needed here. 
The friendly technicians at Covid 
Test Center @ Paseo will take your 


information as we are aware it is 
imperative that this shows accu- 
rately on the results. For a seam- 
less process, please verify that you 
have provided the correct email to 
deliver the certificate. Said certifi- 
cate can be printed at our offices 
should you wish to do so. 

We understand that nobody enjoys 
doing a nasal swab. That is why we 
take pride in our reputation of be- 
ing the gentlest swabbers on the 
island. First, we will not rush you just 
to go to the next in line. Through 
clear given instructions we want 
you to feel comfortable. When 
you are ready, we will promptly 
but tenderly take a proper sample. 
Many elsewhere traumatized peo- 
ple praise the difference it makes 
to test with us. 


Forget about counting hours be- 
fore your flight, our turnaround 
is fast! For travel to the US, for ex- 
ample, a day before will suffice. A 
great game plan is to test first, then 
head out for an evening of dining, 
shopping and entertainment at the 
Paseo Herencia Mall, home of the 
water and lights show in the eve- 
nings. By the time you are back at 
the hotel, your results will be ready 
in your inbox. 

A PCR test costs $75 and results are 
ready the next day, while Antigen 
test costs $35 with same day results. 
If you are staying at an off-high-rise 
area property, you can benefit 
from the free parking our custom- 
ers receive at the mall lot.). 

For more information follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.) 


Get a FREE Alhambra 


T-Shirt when you earn 


250 Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players’ Club card! 


Brother and sister meet for the first time in Aruba 


It’s never too late to find 
where you came from, and 
potentially find your family. 
Dan Bruder tells the story of 
how he found his sister Pen- 
nie Arneson after 65 years, 
and finally met her here in 
Aruba. 


Dan Bruder was adopted 
when he was just 8 weeks 
old. His adoptive moth- 
er and father along with 
their family were and are 
his family, and “that’s all | 
ever knew. My mom and 
dad always offered to help 
me find my biological rela- 
tively, and | always said 
‘no, I'm good, I’m comfort- 
able’” said Dan. His mother 
and father passed away a 
few years ago, but always 
maintained until the end 
that they were willing to 
help him find his biological 
family. Eventually Dan de- 
cided to make use of an- 
cestry, 23andme and such, 
which led to him being able 
to see his family tree and alll 
the connections. His results 
ended up identifying Pen- 
nie as a relative, “Dan con- 
tacted me and said ‘| was 
adopted and | checked 


my family and it says we’re 
related’ and | said I’m not 
really sure how,” Pennie ex- 
pressed. 


He then explained to her 
that he’s also related to an- 
other person who then Pen- 
nie told him was her son, 
expressing that “if you're 
related to me, you'd be re- 
lated to him”. He continued 
telling Pennie about the 
other people showing up, 
and mentioned Debbie, 
who is Pennie’s sister, which 
helped her conclude that 
Dan was her relative from 
her father’s side, “his DNA is 
actually closer fo me than 
my sister Debbie who i was 
raised with,” Pennie add- 
ed. 


This was the start of what 
would later become the 
reunion of two siblings, 
who never knew of the 
other’s existence before. 
They started to “communi- 
cate and speak often, we 
facetimed, and then CO- 
VID-19 hit so we kind of put 
the brakes on the idea of 
meeting.” 

Dan and his wife Helene 


come to Aruba often. They 
are loyal visitors who have 
been coming to our island 
for more than 20 years, and 
visit US 3 to 4 times a year. 
Pennie lives with her hus- 
band Greg Arneson and 
their family in Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florida, while Dan 
and his wife Helene Bruder 
live in New Jersey. “Pen- 
nie saw that we. posted 
pictures of our trip and she 
said ‘oh | see you were 
in Aruba’” which lead to 
Dan telling her they would 
be coming to Aruba on a 
trip soon, and Pennie then 
told him that they would be 
there as well. 


For Dan, it’s the first time 
he has ever met a blood 
relative, “I'm 66 years old 
and |’d never met a blood 
relative.” When asked what 
motivated Dan to take the 
DNA test, he explained 
that “getting older you 
recognize the value and 
importance of family, and 
| just had that curiosity that 
started to itch more.” Pen- 
nie had no idea she had 
any other siblings, “At first 
| didn’t know where he fit 
in,” said Pennie. 


After meeting each other 
and personally getting to 
spend with together, the 
two have realized they 
have the most peculiar 
things in common. which 
are very interesting, for in- 
stance, they both have 
Ducks as pets, which are 
surely not common pets to 
have, and the most interest- 
ing yet funniest thing they 
have in common you ask? 
“you know how you get a 
bucket of fried chicken?, 
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well both of us will remove 
the chicken and eat the 
crumbles,” Pennie shared. 
So now, even the Ducks 
have gained a relative! 


“| feel like I’ve known him 
forever,” Pennie said of her 
brother, adding that “there 
was no awkwardness when 
we met, | felf very com- 
fortable.” Dan explained 
that “it exceeded my ex- 
pectations. It’s such a piv- 
otal milestone and you're 
hoping that it’s not some- 
one weird, but it has been 
amazing.” 


It's GQ very Unique opportu- 
nity for the both Dan and 
Pennie alike, to know how 
much of who they are and 
what they do has been in- 
fluenced by their genetics 


_ 


— 


a «a: 
and not their upbringing, 
seeing how they we're 
brought up differently, but 
stil have very distinctive 
similarities like the pet ducks 
and chicken crumbles, “It’s 
duck’s and chickens, a 
‘foul’ relationship,” Pennie 
joked. 


It's a wonderful story to 
share, not only because it is 
opening something person- 
al and starting a conversa- 
tion about many different 
wonderful topics, but it’s a 
story that we can all learn 
from and take something 
with us, seeing that it’s nev- 
er too late to find who we 
are and where we come 
from. “If we could be kind 
of the catalyst to some- 
thing good, that’s a good 
feeling,” Dan concluded.) 
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Arubans - young & old - unite to plant food forest at workshop 
Syntropic Agroforestry - Ban planta awa 


Oranjestad - During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
many Arubans started planting because they 
saw the importance of growing their own food 
in times of shortage. But not many knew how to 
plant in such a way to get food in a short time. 


Some Arubans still did not get a single crop af- 
ter two years at all. For this reason, Eco Living 
Aruba and Community Matters took the initia- 
tive to organise a Non-for-profit workshop that 


SpA STs egos = Fim’ 
teaches Arubans how to plant a sustainable 
food forest in their own garden. Roland van Re- 
enen, a world-renowned forest farmer and syn- 
tropic farming guru, was especially flown over 
from Cura¢gao as teacher for this workshop. 
Tickets sold out in 2 days. 


Last chance - This month the organisation or- 
ganizes the last 3-day Syntropic Agroforestry 
workshop of 2022. This may even be the final 


opportunity for Arubans to learn how to easily 
turn a garden into a beautiful food forest and 
eat from it every day. 


The dates of the workshop are as follows: 
Friday 20 May : 60m — 9pm - Theory 
Saturday 21 May : 8am —- 4pm - Practice 
Sunday 22 May : 8am - 4pm - Practice 


There is also an information evening on Wednes- 
day 18 May between 6pm-9pm for those peo- 
ple that can't make it to the entire workshop. 
People can register and get more information 
by sending an email to rose@ecolivingaruba. 
com. 


Roland van Reenen teaches Arubans during 
the workshop the principles of Syntropic Agro- 
forestry - a simple and effective way to turn 
(a part of) your garden into a sustainable food 
forest from which you can eat every day in the 
future. It is a misconception that we first need 
rain to plant plants; instead, we need plants for 
it to rain. — Roland van Reenen. So let’s make 
Aruba green again. L) 


Sea turtle conservation by Turtugaruba Foundation 


ORANJESTAD — Turtugaruba was founded on 
September 3rd, 2003 by a group of enthusias- 
tic volunteers. Ten years earlier, in 1993, a Sea 
Turtle Recovery Action Plan (STRAP) was intro- 
duced in Aruba and the rest of the Caribbean 
as an initiative of the United Nations Environ- 
ment Program (UNEP). Tom Barmes, who was 
working at DLVV (Deptartment of Agriculture, 
Husbandry and Fishery) was one of the writers of 
the STRAP for Aruba, together with Karen Eckert, 
director of WIDECAST (Wider Caribbean Sea Tur- 
tle Conservation Network). This is how sea turtle 
conservation started on the island following a 
plan that is still complied with today. 


Tom formed a group of volunteers around him, 
because nature does not know office hours, 
like an organization such as DLVV. This group of 
volunteers used the name Widecast Aruba and 
today there are still a few of them active. They 
first started protecting the Leatherback Sea Tur- 
tle nests on Palm Beach and Eagle Beach. This 
group also investigated which other species of 
sea turtles use Aruba as their nesting habitat 
and which beaches are used by them. For a 
period of 25 years a study has been conducted 


in which every early morning the beach was 
being monitored in which now there is a good 
overview of sea turtle nesting activities. 


There are 4 different sea turtle species that visit 
Aruba to lay their eggs, each with their own 
specific season: 

- Leatherback Sea Turtle - Lederschildpad - 
Driekiel (March — September) 

- Loggerhead Sea Turtle - Dikkopschildpad - 
Cawama (May —- September) 

- Hawksbill Sea Turtle - Karetschildpad - Caret 
(June - December) 

- Green Turtle - Soepschildpad - Turtuga Blanco 
(July-November) 


There also came a better understanding and 
overview of the biggest threats to the sea tur- 
tles existence in Aruba and how these problems 
should be tackled. Despite hard work, all those 
years, most problems have not really gone 
away, but luckily and thanks to the enormous 
efforts from the volunteers, the sea turtles are still 
here. On Aruba the sea turtles are threatened 
with extinction by pollution, driving on dunes 
and beaches with quads and 4x4’s and the 
loss of nesting beaches due to coastal devel- 
opment on behalf of tourism. Because coastal 
development comes with artificial light and arti- 
ficial light is a mayor issue for sea turtles, mother 
turtle usually comes on shore at night looking for 
a dark beach to make her nest. However... a 
dark beach is hard to find here nowadays. Light 
causes stress and can result in her returning to 
the sea without laying her eggs. Artificial light 
causes disorientation for the baby sea turtles 
(hatchlings). 


The Green Turtle, for example, keeps the sea 
grasses on the bottom of the sea short and 
therefore a healthy place for many fish to de- 


posit their eggs. The Leatherback, the larg- 
est turtle of the world, eats mainly jellyfish and 
helps maintain the balance between jellyfish 
and plankton. Despite the threats that exist on 
Aruba, the turtles still keep coming. That’s why 
today Turtugaruba is especially proud of the 
volunteers and the many people and orga- 
nizations of our community that carry a warm 
place in their hearts for the sea turtles. All four 
species are active now, which means all hands 
on deck in the field for us, the volunteers. We 
strive to keep the sea turtles, our oldest ‘repeat 
guests’, always coming back to Aruba and get 
the chance to reproduce here. 

What you can do to protect the sea turtles 


° Lights out for sea turtles. 

° Do not drive on beaches. 

° Do not litter. Do not leave any plastic 
cups, straws or bags on the beach. 

° Remove obstacles from the beach. 

° Do not disturb a nesting sea turtle. Do 


not attempt to touch the turtle but stay at a re- 
specttul distance (at least 10 meters). 

° Do call Turtugaruba (24 hour Turtle Hot- 
line: (297) 5929393). 

For more information visit the facebook page 
Turtugaruba Foundation. CL) 
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How guests can honor their budgets in peak wedding season 


By AMANDA BARROSO of 
NerdWallet 

It's a banner year for wed- 
dings, with industry experts 
at the Wedding Report 
predicting that more than 
2.5 million couples will tie 
the knot — a 40-year high. 
But you might find your fi- 
nances aren't quite ready 
to take on the costs associ- 
ated with being a wedding 
guest. 

Half (50%) of Americans say 
they plan to attend a wed- 
ding in 2022 — but less than 
a third (31%) have built at- 
tendance into their bud- 
gets, according to a new 
survey. 

"| think guests are going 
to start looking at all the 
things that they never really 
looked at before and de- 
termining, ‘Is it really worth 
me attending this evente'," 
says Sheavonne Harris, a 
wedding planner based in 
New York City. In some cas- 
es, they may just decide to 
send a nice gift in their ab- 
sence, she says. 

Before you RSVP, weigh im- 
portant factors — from air- 
fare costs to your relation- 
ship with the couple — and 
consider these ideas for fit- 
ting attendance into your 
budget. 

THINK ABOUT SAVING ON 
TRAVEL COSTS 

Among the top factors 
Americans consider be- 
fore attending a wedding 
are how far it is from home 
(47%) and the cost of travel 
and lodging (43%), accord- 
ing to a NerdWallet survey 
of more than 2,000 people 
conducted online by The 
Harris Poll. 


In this Tuesday, May 23, 2017 file photo, a bride and groom pose for wedding pictures at the 
Bethesda Terrace in New York's Ceniral Park. 


Airfare or driving costs plus 
lodging can add up. Us- 
ing miles or points you've 
earned can help reduce 
travel expenses. Getting 
around town once you ar- 
rive is another cost. "Each 
wedding is a few hundred 
dollars to rent a car when 
you're there for a week- 
end," says Elliott Appel, a 
certified financial planner 
in Madison, Wisconsin. Con- 
sider sharing rental-car or 
ride-share costs with other 
guests to save some cash. 
Most couples are still pro- 
viding hotel room blocks 
at a discounted rate for 
their guests, Harris says. 
Make sure you don't miss 
the deadline to catch that 
deal. You might also con- 
sider sharing a room or split- 


ting a vacation rental with 
other guests. 

Appel also suggests mak- 
ing the trip do double duty 
if you have nearby family or 
friends who you were plan- 
ning to visit this year. 

SET REASONABLE SPENDING 
LIMITS FOR GIFTS AND OUT- 
FITS 

Getting to the wedding is 
only part of the cost. You 
also want to bring a gift 
and look presentable. Af- 
ter more than two years 
of pandemic living, formal 
clothes hanging in your 
closet might not fit the way 
they used to. 

"If you can duplicate outfits 
as opposed to doing mul- 
tiple different outfits for ev- 
ery wedding, | always rec- 
ommend that," Appel says. 
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Clothing rental services like 
Rent the Runway or Nuuly 
help you cut costs and still 
feel special. 

And don't let expectations 
to spend outrageously on 
gifts hold you back. 

"Just because we know 
the person well doesn't 
necessarily mean that you 
need to spend a. signifi- 
cant amount of money on 
a gift," Appel says. He sug- 
gests a gift with personal 
meaning behind it, some- 
thing "that maybe reflects 
back on an experience or 
a shared memory." A group 
gift is another way to give a 
higher-priced item without 
busting your budget. 
STRETCH THE BUDGET STRA- 
TEGICALLY 

You're likely to do every- 


thing you can to share 
a close friend's or fam- 
ily member's special day 
— even if it stretches your 
budget. 

Appel doesn't advocate 
going into debt for a wed- 
ding. But, he says, "I also 
don't want people to miss 
out on those memorable 
experiences." He suggests 
trying to reduce spending 
or temporarily increase in- 
come to cover extra costs. 
If those strategies aren't 
enough, you might con- 
sider putting your wedding 
guest expenses on a credit 
card. However, make sure 
you have a plan to pay off 
that debt — the debt ava- 
lanche or snowball meth- 
ods are popular. And use 
credit cards strategically. 
Moving charges to a card 
with a low or 0% APR for 
balance transfers gives ex- 
tra time to pay without run- 
ning up a lot of interest. 

IF YOU HAVE TIME, SAVE BE- 
FORE GOING 

If you know there are wed- 
dings in your future, start 
planning now. 

Build guest expenses into 
your budget with a sinking 
fund — a savings account 
dedicated to a planned 
expense. Consistently sav- 
ing smaller chunks over 
time is more manageable. 
Also, cutting costs across 
your budget not only helps 
you afford wedding atten- 
dance but also respond to 
rising inflation in general. 
Think about buying store 
brands, renegotiating bills, 
canceling subscriptions 
and trimming discretionary 
spending.L) 


U.S. fishing haul fell 10% during first 
pandemic year 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) 
— America's commercial 
fishing industry fell 10% in 
catch volume and 15% in 
value during the first year 
of the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, federal regulators said 
Thursday. 

The 2020 haul of fish was 
8.4 billion pounds, while the 
value of that catch was 
$4.8 billion, officials with the 
National Oceanic and At- 


mospheric Administration 
said. The early months of 
the pandemic posed nvu- 
merous challenges for the 
U.S. fishing industry, which 
has remained economi- 
cally viable despite the dif- 
ficult year, NOAA officials 
said. 

"It was fishery closures, 
boats not going out due 
to COVID, border closings 
due to COVID, lots of dis- 
ruption in the flow of goods 
and services," said Michael 


Liddel, NOAA's commer- 
cial fishery statistics branch 
chief. 

NOAA made the an- 
nouncement as it unveiled 
its "Status of the Stocks" re- 
port, which provides details 
about the health of the na- 
tion's commercial fishing in- 
dustry. 

The report said there were 
51 fish stocks on the federal 
government's "overfished 
list" in 2021. That list includes 
stocks that have been de- 


A scallop fishermen heads out at dawn Saturday, Dec. 17, 2011, 
on opening day off Harpswell, Maine. 


pleted by excessive fishing 
and the number was an in- 
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crease of two from the pre- 
vious year.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 43 Collars 
1Stirup 44 Owner's 
5 Hip-hop document 

songs 
9 Kidney- 
related 

10 Island 

greeting 

123.10 

fetch — 
of water’ 

13 Blue 

Grotto 
setting 

14 De Sade 

novel 

16 Comic 

Caesar 
17 Noshed 
18 Rome’s — 
Chapel 

20 Bully 

22 Printer’s 

supplies 

23 Smithy 

sight 

25 Scorch 

28 Cast 

makeup 

32 Ordinary 

34 Sturgeon 

eggs 

35 Mess up 

36 Soup 

cracker 

38 Milking 

seat 

40 Cheering 

wildly 

41 Baseball's 

Joe 
42 Carter and 
Gwyn 


DOWN 

1 Good 
name 

2 “Be right 
with you” 

3 Milk, to 
Marcel 

4 Writer 
Ralph 

5 Indy 
events 

6 Menu 
phrase 

7 Visits un- 
expectedly 

8 Become 
smaller 

9 Prince of 26 Seuss 
India pachy- 

11 Staffers derm 


Yesterday’s answer 


27 Dawn 
goddess 

29 Jim 
Palmer, 
once 

30 Jimmy's 
SUCCeS- 
sor 

31 Prophetic 


15 Grunge 
group 

19 Pinball 
no-no 

21 Bakery 
buy 

24 Onetime 
Danish 
province 

25 Wave's 


33 Keys 
37 Corner 
39 Sphere 


AXYDLBAAKR 
iDBLONGFELLOW 
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used. 
for the three L’s, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, 
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different. 


5-14 CRYPTOQUOTE 


EXBIW SZJAYJAP WBRMIJIWBG 


EK MWIPB WISZBW SZIA 


JASBXXIPBAEB. SZKNIG 


GUIGU 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: I LIKE TO THINK OF 
THOUGHTS AS LIVING BLOSSOMS BORNE BY 
THE HUMAN TREE, — JAMES DOUGLAS 


Astronomers capture Ist image of 
Milky Way's huge black hole 


This image released by the Event Horizon Telescope Collabora- 
tion, Thursday, May 12, 2022, shows a black hole at the center 


of our Milky Way galaxy. 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
world's first image of the 
chaotic supermassive 
black hole at the center 
of our Milky Way galaxy 
doesn't portray a_ vora- 
cious cosmic destroyer but 
what astronomers Thursday 
called a"gentle giant" ona 
near-starvation diet. 
Astronomers believe near- 
ly all galaxies, including 
our own, have these giant 
black holes at their bus- 
tling and crowded center, 
where light and matter 
cannot escape, making it 
extremely hard to get im- 
ages of them. Light gets 
bent and twisted around 
by gravity as it gets sucked 
into the abyss along with 
superheated gas and dust. 
The colorized image un- 
veiled Thursday is from an 
international consortium 
behind the Event Hori- 
zon Telescope, a_ collec- 
tion of eight synchronized 
radio telescopes around 
the world. Getting a good 
image was a challenge: 
previous efforts found the 
black hole too jumpy. 

"It burbled and gurgled as 
we looked att it," the Univer- 
sity of Arizona's Feryal Ozel 
said. 

She described it as a "gen- 
tle giant" while announcing 
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the breakthrough along 
with other astronomers in- 
volved in the project. The 
picture also confirms Albert 
Einstein's general theory of 
relativity: The black hole is 
precisely the size that Ein- 
stein's equations dictate. It 
is about the size of the orbit 
of Mercury around our sun. 
Black holes gobble up ga- 
lactic material but O2zel 
said this one is "eating very 
little." It's the equivalent to 
a person eating a single 
grain of rice over millions of 
years, another astronomer 
said. 

"Pictures of black holes 
are the hardest thing to 
think about," said astrono- 
mer Andrea Ghez of the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles. She wasn't part 
of the telescope team bu 
t earned a Nobel Prize for 
the discovery of the Milky 
Way's black hole in the 
1990s. 

She said the image of "my 
baby" is exactly how it 
should be — an eerie-look- 
ing orange-red ring with ut- 
ter blackness in the middle. 
Scientists had expected 
the Milky Way's black hole 
to be more violent, espe- 
cially since the only other 
image from another gal- 
axy shows a far bigger and 
more active black hole. 


"It is the cowardly lion of 
black holes," said project 
scientist Geoffrey C. Bower 
of Taiwan's Academia Si- 
nica Institute of Astronomy 
and Astrophysics. 

Because the black hole "is 
on a starvation diet" so little 
material is falling into the 
center, and that allows as- 
tronomers to gaze deeper, 
Bower said. 

The Milky Way black hole 
is called Sagittarius A (with 
an asterisk denoting star). 
It's near the border of Sagit- 
tarius and Scorpius constel- 
lations and is 4 million times 
more massive than our sun. 
Bower said it is probably 
more typical of what's at 
the center of most galax- 
ies, "just sitting there doing 
very little." 

It is incredibly hot, trillions of 
degrees, Ozel said. 

The same telescope group 
released the first black hole 
image in 2019. The picture 
was from a galaxy 53 mil- 
lion light-years away that is 
1,500 times bigger than the 
one in our galaxy. The Milky 
Way black hole is much 
closer, about 27,000 light- 
years away. A light year is 
5.9 trillion miles (9.5 trillion 
kilometers). 

To get the picture, the 
eight telescopes had to 
coordinate so closely "in a 
process similar to everyone 
shaking hands with every- 
one else in the room," said 
astronomer Vincent Fish of 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 
Astronomers worked with 
data collected in 2017 to 
get the new images. The 
next step is a movie of one 
of those two black holes, 
maybe both, Fish said. 

The project cost nearly $60 
million with $28 million com- 
ing from the U.S. National 
Science Foundation. 

Even though it is quieter 
than expected, the cen- 
ter of the Milky Way is an 
important place to study, 
Ghez said. 

It's "like an urban down- 
town, everything is more ex- 
treme. It's crowded. Things 
move fast," Ghez said in an 
interview. "We live out in 
the suburbs (in a spiral arm 
of the galaxy). Things are 
calm out here."L) 
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Film Review: ‘Firestarter’ remake fails to ignite 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
For a movie about a girl 
with pyrokinetic powers, " 
Firestarter " is lacking a cer- 
tain spark. 
This new adaptation of Ste- 
phen King's 1980 novel is 
not scary or thrilling, nor is 
it emotionally resonant or 
particularly moving. No, this 
outing is a dull slog, even 
with its cool, synthy John 
Carpenter score and the 
should've-been-inspired 
decision to cast Zac Efron 
as the father of the flame- 
throwing preteen. 
But "Firestarter’ might not 
have had much fo live up 
to in the first place. The 
1984 film, which starred 
Drew Barrymore and Da- 
vid Keith as the daughter- 
father pair, was not exactly 
well-received. Roger Eb- 
ert wrote that its "crucial 
flaw is the lack of a strong 
point to the story. A little girl 
has her dangerous power, 
some government agents 
want to examine her, oth- 
ers want to destroy her, 
and things catch on fire. 
That's about it." The original 
source material isn't one of 
King's most beloved either. 
Why anyone would want 
to resurrect this particu- 
lar property is a bit of a 
mystery, beyond the fact 
that some might have a 
misplaced fondness for it 
because they saw it at an 
impressionable age. One 
of the best things that can 
be said about this iteration, 
written by Scott Teems and 
directed by Keith Thomas, 
is that it neither adds nor 
subtracts anything from 
"Firestarter's' lackluster his- 
tory (though it does jettison 
the pedophile undertones 
of a crucial character). But 
on the whole, it just once 
again takes something that 
should be creepy and thrill- 
ing and makes it dreary. 
Ryan Kiera Armstrong takes 
on the role of Charlie, who 
is a bit of an introvert and a 
social outcast in her school. 
She's not allowed to have 
a phone or the Internet, 
and she's been told by 
her father to simply repress 
her scary fire-starting pow- 
ers. But questions are rising 
(hormones too) and there's 
jerks and bullies around 
too and the fire comes out 
at inopportune times. The 


This image released by Universal Pictures shows Zac Efron, left, and Ryan Kiera Armstrong in a 


scene from "Firestarter." 


mom, Vicky, played by Syd- 
ney Lemmon (who is Jack 
Lemmon's granddaugh- 
ter), thinks it'd be better to 
teach the kid how to use 
the powers instead of ab- 
staining completely, but 
she's overruled and pretty 
soon, it's just Andy (Efron) 
and Charlie on the run. 

Andy and Vicky aren't just 
befuddled parents of a fire- 
starting 11-year-old, either: 
They have personal expe- 
rience too. A grainy reel 
at the start informs us that 
they were subjected to 
some secret government 
testing while in college and 
came out with powers of 
their own. And it's these of- 
ficials, led by Captain Hol- 
lister (played by Gloria Reu- 


ben, who is given the worst 
lines in the script), who 
are interested in acquiring 
Charlie. So Hollister calls a 
former test subject, Rain- 
bird (Michael Greyeyes), 
to go find her. Armstrong 
has a great scream and 
a nice presence, but she 
isn't given much of a char- 
acter to latch on to. Based 
on how pristine her inex- 
plicably barrel-curled hair 
looks for most of the film, 
though, it seems that those 
in charge might have been 
more concerned with the 
aesthetics than the perfor- 
mance. 

The same could be said 
for the rest of the movie, 
which feels like mummified 
homage. There is nothing 
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to latch on to that might 
make us care even the tini- 
est bit about the plight of 
this family, the poor souls 
caught in the crossfire, or 
even the bureaucrats who 
fancy themselves the good 


guys.L) 
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HEALTH 


v 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


|\Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
[Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Detention of WNBA's Griner in Moscow extended by 1 month 


MOSCOW (AP) — WNBA 
star Brittney Griner had her 
pre-trial detention in Russia 
extended by one month 
Friday, her lawyer said. 
Alexander Boykov told The 
Associated Press he thinks 
the relatively short exten- 
sion indicated that Griner's 
case would go to trial soon. 
The 31-year-old American 
basketball player has been 
in custody for nearly three 
months. 

Griner, a two-time Olympic 
gold medalist who plays for 
the Phoenix Mercury, was 
detained at a Moscow air- 
port in February after vape 
cartridges containing oil 
derived from cannabis 
were allegedly found in her 
luggage. She faces drug 
smuggling charges that 
carry a maximum penalty 
of 10 years in prison. 

Griner appeared for the 
brief hearing at a court out- 
side Moscow handcuffed, 
wearing an orange hood- 
ie and holding her face 
down. She did not express 


"any complaints about 
the detention conditions,” 
Boykov said. 


The Biden administration 
says Griner is being wrong- 
fully detained. The WNBA 
and US. officials have 
worked toward her release, 
without visible progress. 

"Today's news on Brittney 
Griner was not unexpect- 


WNBA star and two-time Olympic gold medalist Brittney Griner leaves a courtroom after a hear- 
ing, in Khimki just outside Moscow, Russia, Friday, May 13, 2022. 


ed, and the WNBA contin- 
ues to work with the U.S. 
government to get BG 
home safely and as soon 
as possible," the basketball 
league said in a statement. 
State Dept sookesman Ned 
Price said diplomats from 
the U.S. Embassy in Moscow 
spoke with Griner on Friday 
and reported she "is doing 
as well as can be expected 
in these circumstances." 

Russian officials have de- 
scribed Griner's case as a 
criminal offense without 
making any political as- 
sociations. But Moscow's 


war in Ukraine has brought 
U.S.-Russia relations to the 
lowest level since the Cold 
War. 

Despite the strain, Russia 
and the United States car- 
ried out an unexpected 
prisoner exchange _ last 
month — trading former 
Marine Trevor Reed for Kon- 
stantin Yaroshenko, a Rus- 
sian pilot serving a 20-year 
federal prison sentence 
for conspiring to smuggle 
cocaine into the United 
States. 

While the U.S. does not 
typically embrace such ex- 
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changes, it made the deal 
in part because Yarosh- 
enko had already served 
a long portion of his sen- 
tence. 

The Russians may consider 
Griner someone who could 
figure into another such ex- 
change. 

The State Department last 
week said it now regards 
Griner as wrongfully de- 
tained, a change in clas- 
sification that suggests the 
U.S. government will be 
more active in trying to se- 
cure her release even while 
the legal case plays out. 


The status change places 
her case under the pur- 
view of the department's 
Special Presidential Envoy 
for Hostage Affairs, which is 
responsible for negotiating 
for the release of hostages 
and Americans considered 
wrongfully detained. 

Also working on the case 
now is a center led by Bill 
Richardson, the former U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations who helped secure 
the release of multiple hos- 
tages and detainees, in- 
cluding Reed. 

It's not entirely clear why 
the U.S. government, which 
for weeks had been more 
circumspect in its ap- 
proach, reclassified Griner 
as a wrongful detainee. But 
under federal law, there 
are a number of factors 
that go into such a charac- 
terization, including if the 
detention is based on be- 
ing an American or if the 
detainee has been denied 
due process Besides Griner, 
another American regard- 
ed as unjustly detained 
in Russia is Paul Whelan, a 
corporate security execu- 
tive from Michigan. Whelan 
was arrested in Decem- 
ber 2018 while visiting for a 
friend's wedding and was 
later sentenced to 16 years 
iN prison on espionage-re- 
lated charges his family has 
said are bogus.l) 


Bouwman gets Ist grand 


Koen Bouwman, of the Netherlands, celebrates as he crosses 


the finish line to win during the seventh stage of the Giro D'ltalia 
cycling race from Diamante to Potenza, Italy, Friday, May 13, 


2022. 


POTENZA, Italy (AP) — 
Dutch cyclist Koen Bouw- 
man claimed a first grand 
tour stage victory after win- 
ning a tough seventh stage 


Associated Press 


of the Giro d'Italia on Friday 
and Juan Pedro Lopez kept 
hold of the pink jersey. 

Bouwman was given a 
great leadout by Team 


tour stage win, Lopez keeps Giro lead 


Jumbo-Visma teammate 
— and 2017 Giro winner — 
Tom Dumoulin and _ sprint- 
ed to the line to edge out 
Bauke Mollema and Da- 
vide Formolo by two sec- 
onds as the Giro tackled 
its first mountain range, the 
Apennines. 

It was only a second ever 
victory for Bouwman, who 
won a stage in the Crité- 
rium du Dauphiné in 2017. 
"Unbelievable, like my first 
victory in the Dauphiné, | 
can't believe it," he said. "It 
was such a hard day ac- 
tually, and in the final we 
were four guys with two of 
us, and Tom did a superb 
job in the last 2k." 
Bouwman had time to look 
behind and raise his arms 
over his head as he crossed 
the finish line of the 196-kilo- 


meter (122-mile) route from 
Diamante to Potenza that 
included four categorized 
climbs and almost zero flat 
sections. 

All four had been part of 
a seven-man breakaway 
that managed to get away 
on the second categorised 
climb, the top classified as- 
cent up Monte Sirino. 

"| was feeling quite good 
the whole day," Bouwman 
said. "One time on the climb 
| had a bit of trouble. It was 
steeper than | thought but 
when | started my sprint | 
felt so much power left. | 
knew | was getting close 
to the victory and at 150 
meters | looked behind and 
| had a big gap so, yeah, 
perfect." 

Most of the overall con- 
tenders crossed the line 


together, nearly three 
minutes behind Bouw- 
man. Lopez maintained his 
38-second advantage over 
Lennard Kamna after mov- 
ing into the overall lead on 
Tuesday. Rein Taaramde 
was third, 58 seconds be- 
hind Lopez. 

Saturday's eighth stage 
sees the Giro return to Na- 
ples for the first time since 
2013 when the city hosted 
the start of the Italian grand 
tour. 

The undulating 153-kilome- 
ter (95-mile) stage starts 
and finishes in Naples, but 
it leaves the seaside city to 
take in four laps of a 19-ki- 
lometer (12-mile) circuit in 
the volcanic surrounding 
area. 

The Giro finishes on May 29 
in Verona.) 
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Analysis: Amazon Prime Video gets solid 1st slate from NFL 


By JOE REEDY 

AP Sports Writer 

A defensive coordinator try- 
ing to put together a game 
plan to stop Justin Herbert 
or Patrick Mahomes has 
an easier task than the NFL 
trying to put together the 
schedule for Thursday night 
football. 

There's trying to put togeth- 
er intriguing matchups, 
only four teams can play 
multiple Thursday games, 
and there are the consid- 
erations of who and where 
teams are playing the 
week before because of 
the short turnaround. 

Add into it a new television 
partner paying $1.2 billion 
a season to carry those 
games for 11 years, and 
the pressure is ratcheted 
up even more. 

Yet, despite all the hurdles. 
Amazon Prime Video is 
pleased about its slate of 
games for its first season 
as the exclusive carrier of 
"Thursday Night Football." 
The Los Angeles Chargers- 
Kansas City Chiefs match- 
up on Sept. 15 was an- 
nounced two weeks ago, 
while the remaining 14 
games were unveiled on 
Thursday as part of the full 
rollout of the NFL regular- 
season schedule. 

"We're very excited. We 
think we have some can't- 
miss games. A lot of these 
are all about the match- 
up," said Marie Donoghue, 
Amazon's vice president of 
Global Sports Video. 
Donoghue said Amazon 
made its first formal pitch 
to the league's broadcast- 
ing department the week 
before the Super Bow! to let 
the NFL know about its fo- 
cus and priorities. As with all 
of the networks, discussions 
continued up until the final 
schedule was set. 

Even though Amazon is the 
league's first new broad- 
cast partner since Fox in 
1994, Donoghue is familiar 
with the process as an ex- 
ecutive VP at ESPN for 19 
years. Jeffrey Kaiser, Ama- 
zon's head of US sports pro- 
gramming, was with NFL 
Network for five years. 

Hans Schroeder, the exec- 
utive vice president of NFL 
Media, also noted there 
was di little bit of a famil- 
iarity process with Amazon 


Kansas City Chiefs cornerback Trent McDuffie runs the ball during rookie mini camp NFL football 
practice Monday, May 9, 2022, in Kansas City, Mo. 


because it had partnered 
with CBS, Fox and NFL Net- 
work on a tri-cast model for 
Thursday night games for 
five seasons. 

Still, there was a little bit of 
a "getting to know you" pe- 
riod for both sides. 

"There's a lot that every- 
one was going through 
for the first time, but there 
was great collaboration 
and cooperation between 
the teams," he said. "I think 
we've put ourselves in a 
really good position for a 
strong launch of TNF." 

The package gets off to a 
strong start. After Chargers- 
Chiefs, Pittsburgh goes 
to Cleveland on Sept. 22 
which could be a match- 
up between Steelers’ first- 
round pick Kenny Pickett 
and the Browns’ Deshaun 
Watson, who was acquired 
in a mega-trade with Hous- 
ton. 

On Sept. 29, it's a matchup 
of 2020 first-round quarter- 
back draft selections when 
Miami and Tua Tagovailoa 
head to Cincinnati to face 
the defending AFC cham- 
pion Bengals and Joe Bur- 
row. The following week 
has two signal callers in 
new places with Indianap- 
olis' Matt Ryan visiting Den- 
ver and Russell Wilson. 


"You've really got a long 
and strong runway of great 
games, hopefully, that help 
build that behavior and 
customer awareness that 
Thursdays are now on Ama- 
zon," Schroeder said. 

The headline game on 
the schedule is Oct. 27, 
the second matchup be- 
tween Baltimore's Lamar 
Jackson and Tampa Bay's 
Tom Brady. Other games 
of note are Tennessee at 
Green Bay (Nov. 17), Buffa- 
lo at New England (Dec. 1), 
Las Vegas at the Los Ange- 
les Rams (Dec. 8) and Dal- 
las at Tennessee (Dec. 29). 
"| was really pleasantly sur- 
prised. | think there's some 
real major attractions on 
this schedule," executive 
producer Fred Gaudelli 
said. ‘The quarterback 
matchup is so critical be- 
cause good quarterback 
play usually means good 
competitive football. | did 
Brady against Jackson 
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when Brady was with New 
England a few years back 
(on “Sunday Night Foot- 
ball). That's a great quar- 
terback matchup just be- 
cause of the contrasting 
styles." 

Every team will play on 
Thursday, but the New York 
Giants, Minnesota and De- 
troit will not appear on the 
Amazon package. All three 
are playing on Thanksgiv- 
ing. Buffalo and New Eng- 
land are also playing on 
Thanksgiving before meet- 
ing each other the next 
week. 

As with every league part- 
ner, Amazon also will have 
a preseason game when 
San Francisco faces Hous- 
ton on Aug. 25. 

NFL Broadcasting vice 
president Mike North said 
during a conference calll 
on Friday that even though 
this is Amazon's first year, 
this slate of games is similar 
to what CBS and Fox would 


have received in past years 
when they had the Thurs- 
day night package."Do 
you want the big brands 
against each other and 
create a couple of A vs. A 
games, knowing that might 
bring with it a couple of B vs. 
B games, or do you want a 
steady diet of A-minus and 
B-plus games? 

| think we tried to kind of 
find that balance this year, 
not dissimilar from how we 
would have done it in the 
past, North said. "Putting 
the good games up ear- 
ly in the season like that, 
hopefully, it's going to help 
change fan behavior and 
find their way to Amazon 
Prime." 

Donoghue and Schroeder 
said there will be plenty 
of opportunities to notify 
people where and how to 
tune into the games. They 
will also be available on 
stations in the participat- 
ing teams’ markets, which 
is the same practice when 
the contests are on ESPN 
and NFL Network. 

While Al Michaels and Kirk 
Herbstreit have been an- 
nounced as the broadcast- 
ing team, along with Tony 
Gonzalez as an analyst on 
pregame, halftime and 
postgame shows, the pro- 
cess of putting together the 
rest of the team is proceed- 
ing, including the sideline 


reporter. 
Gaudelli spent a couple 
days earlier this month 


meeting with Amazon ex- 
ecutives in Los Angeles, 
and said getting every- 
thing together continues to 
progress, even though the 
first game is three months 
away. 

"| can tell you, people are 
going to have’ options 
and enhancements that 
they haven't had with NFL 
games," he said. "And, for 
someone like me_ that's 
been at this for a while, 
it's just been a great jolt of 
energy.) 
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